
LLes McKean first set foot 
in a house built by Rinaldi 
Homes more than 20 years 
ago. As the owner of Don’s 
Light House Ltd., Les was 
there to help Jerry Rinaldi’s 
customers in Welland’s 
Cedar Park neighbourhood 
find lighting that fit their 
style and budget. 
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It wasn’t long before the professional became personal, however. “I 
really liked the house we were (working) in,” McKean recalls. “I said, 
‘Too bad you don’t have these in St. Catharines.’ (Jerry) said, ‘I do.’ I 
said, ‘Jerry, we’ve got to talk about building a house.’ ”

They did, and in 1998 McKean moved into his custom-built Rinaldi 
home. He wouldn’t hesitate to have Rinaldi build for him again, and 
McKean has never wavered about working with the company, either.

“He’s always treated us like family and we reciprocate that,” 
McKean says. “But in the end, Jerry Rinaldi is all about making his 
customer happy.”

That attention to detail in the houses and relationships they build 
has earned Rinaldi Homes a reputation as a premier homebuilder in 
Niagara. It’s a distinction forged as early as 1955 when Jerry’s father, 

Osvaldo Rinaldi, first arrived in Canada with his fine carpentry skills 
honed in his native Italy. 

The company patriarch started out building furniture and cabinetry 
but soon moved on to crafting homes. In 1987, his sons Jerry and Frank 
followed in his footsteps and Rinaldi Homes officially put its stake in 
the Niagara homebuilding scene. 

What began as a team of four with Jerry and Frank and their 
respective wives Joan and Roxanne, has grown into a business 
employing more than 25 people. The third generation of Rinaldis has 
also joined the empire. Jerry’s son, Michael, and daughter, Danielle, are 
integral parts of the business as is Frank’s son, Marco. 

In the nearly 30 years since the company was founded, Rinaldi 
Homes has built more than 1,000 houses, treating each as if it were a 

Open-concept living with a contemporary flair defines The 
Remington model home of the new Rosewood Estates 
development by Rinaldi Homes. BOTTOM LEFT: The 
Remington boasts more than 2,000 square feet of living 
space. BELOW: The Rinaldi family has been building 
homes in Niagara for more than 60 years. 

Continued on page 20

Danielle, Michael, Jerry and Joan Rinaldi 
with their Shih Tzu Paco.

Tradition

Coffered ceilings and a built-in entertainment unit are some of 
the features of The Remington. BOTTOM LEFT: The Remington 
also features a separate formal dining room in addition to a 
kitchen nook. BOTTOM RIGHT: The en suite bathroom off the 
master bedroom in The Remington is both sleek and functional 
with granite counters and marbled flooring.
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member of the family. In the process, they’ve 
never forgotten the values of integrity, 
perseverance and a strong work ethic that 
Osvaldo set forth when he began building 
homes more than 60 years ago. As a result, 
the company’s craftsmanship has earned 
numerous awards at the local, provincial and 
national levels. Those accolades culminated 
when Rinaldi Homes was named Homebuilder 
of the Year in 2015 by the Niagara Home 
Builders’ Association.

True to the company slogan, the Rinaldis 
have been building a family tradition since 
1955, and with it, homes with standard 
touches that set them apart, including large 
walk-in pantries and generous closet space. 

The company provides plenty of decorating 
inspiration to its clients, too. Rather than offer 
a few samples, the Rinaldi design team takes 
future homeowners directly to the showrooms of 
Don’s Light House Ltd., Aristocrat Floors of 
the World, Kirkpatrick Stoneworks Ltd., 
and other trusted partners so they can choose 
features and finishes. The results are distinct 
homes that reflect owners’ personalities.

“Essentially, they have the options of a 

custom build within the limits of a set design,” 
says Danielle, who handles marketing for 
Rinaldi Homes. “We don’t build cookie-cutter 
communities. Attention to detail is big with 
us. Our hands-on approach shows in our 
commitment to each of our new homeowners 
and creating their dream home.”

Further proof of that can be found in the 
two model homes in Rinaldi’s Rosewood 
Estates community in Fonthill. Tucked into 
a quiet tract off Rice Road and backing onto 
protected forest, the community is the first 
development in this part of Fonthill, which is 
only minutes from Highway 20 and Highway 
406. “It’s a private enclave just outside the 
city,” notes Danielle. “You are still close to the 
amenities and highway without the hustle and 
bustle of city life.” 

The Melbourne, an 1,800 sq. ft. bungalow 
with two bedrooms on the main floor 
and another two in the partially finished 
basement, tends toward the traditional. Beiges 
and greys from Niagara Gold create a warm 
feel in this fully-loaded, open-concept home, 
and allow the designers to play with texture 
within the neutral palette. 

Shades of grey in the hexagonal backsplash 
in the kitchen play off the gleaming granite 
countertop and beige cabinets. Modern 
light fixtures reminiscent of canning jars 
and equipped with Edison lightbulbs 
from Don’s Light House cast a golden glow 
through the space.

The kitchen and dining area open up 
to the great room, which is accented by 
coffered ceilings and pot lights, and a custom 
built-in entertainment unit by Milestone 
Millwork And Custom Kitchens. The 

master bedroom off the great room continues 
the neutral palette of the home’s main living 
space. A large en suite boasts a deep tub 
and separate glass shower outfitted with 
sleek faucets from Bathworks and behind-
the-scenes work by Plumbtech Services 
Ltd.. It’s both tranquil and private, but 
also functional with a connection to a large 
walk-in closet. 

The Melbourne, with its brick and stone 
façade by Burnstein Brick, was a finalist for 
a 2016 National Award for housing excellence 

from the Canadian Home Builders’ Association.
Next door, the Remington has a more 

contemporary feel starting outside with glass 
garage doors from Yarnell Overhead Door 
Ltd. and a double-door main entrance by 
Pollard Windows and Doors. 

Slightly larger than the Melbourne at just 
over 2,000 square feet, the Remington offers 
a formal dining area with a servery between 
it and a conversation-starting kitchen. 
It’s outfitted with the same Caeserstone 
countertops as the kitchen and a bar fridge.  

The Melbourne has an open-concept floor plan with more 
traditional touches, including built-in, floor-to-ceiling shelving. 
BELOW: Lisa Littleton of Don’s Light House helps Rinaldi 
Homes’ clients find lighting that suits their tastes and budget. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Julie and Lou Mussari with their children, 
Mateo and Taia, in the kitchen of their custom-built Rinaldi 
Home. RIGHT: A view of the kitchen, dining and living areas of 
The Melbourne. BOTTOM: An island adds more workspace and 
a casual eating area to the kitchen of The Melbourne. 

Continued on page 22

Rosewood Estates homeowners 
Mateo, Julie, Lou and Taia Mussari.

Don’s Light House representative Lisa Littleton.
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Lou is in the construction industry and had been eyeing the Rice 
Road parcel for some time. He jumped at the chance to buy in the 
community when he learned Rinaldi Homes was the developer. “They 
do great quality work,” he says. “They were great to work with and have 
such attention to detail.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
All Green Irrigation • Amber Stairs & Railings • Aristocrat 

Floors of the World • Bathworks • Budget Blinds • Burnstein 

Brick • Closets, Shutters & More Inc. • Cutting Edge Complete 

Landscape Inc. • Don’s Light House Ltd. • Fleming Windows & 

Mirrors • Gibby’s Electronic Supermarket • Heatech Mechanical 

• Kirkpatrick Stoneworks • Lows Glass • Milestone Millwork And 

Custom Kitchens • Night Watch Security • Nickerson Appliances 

• Plumbtech Services Ltd. • Rinaldi Homes • The One Stop 

Fireplace Shop • Yarnell Overhead Door Ltd. 

Bosch appliances from Nickerson Appliances are seamlessly built in, 
including the hidden double-door fridge. The great room onto which 
the kitchen opens also features a custom built-in entertainment unit 
from Milestone Millwork And Custom Kitchens, and elegant coffered 
ceilings. Natural light spills into the space from large windows by 
Fleming Windows & Mirrors. What happens outside is offset by 
state-of-the-art heating and cooling by Heatech Mechanical.

Rosewood Estates is a high-end community and one of five that 
Rinaldi Homes is currently developing. The community boasts 55 lots 
with multiple bungalow and two-storey plans to choose from. All new 
Rinaldi builds are Holmes Approved, with the company being the first 
in Niagara to partner with celebrity builder Mike Holmes on the quality 
standards and inspection program. 

One of the first families to move into the neighbourhood opted for 
a custom build that still fits with the community’s character. “We love 
it,” Julie Mussari says about the 2,200 sq. ft. bungalow she shares with 
her husband Lou and two children, Mateo and Taia. “It’s all our plan. 
For them to envision what we wanted and add some of their own ideas 
and have it all come together… it’s a lived-in house, a family home. We 
use every inch of this space.”

FAR LEFT: The 
master bathroom 
of The Melbourne 
has a separate 
shower and tub, 
and offers privacy 
and tranquility. 
LEFT: The master 
bedroom is 
bright and airy. 
BELOW: The 
Melbourne, with its 
traditional touches, 
has incredible 
curb appeal.

Since 2002

Award Winning

Custom
Kitchens
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It all starts here! Book your complimentary consultation today!

www.distinctivedesigns.ca
t 905.646.3694   120 Dunkirk Rd, Unit #4, St Catharines ON   

176 Bunting Rd 
St. Catharines
905.685.9797 

burnsteinbrick.com

n BRICK n CULTURED STONE  
n NATURAL STONE MASONRY 
n NATURAL STONE LANDSCAPING

Niagara’s Finest Quality  
Brick & Brick Ideas

29 Maywood Ave  |  St. Catharines
905 684 8774  |  flemingwindows.com

Proud Supplier of  

CUSTOM SHOWER GLASS 
for Rinaldi Homes

Since 1973 - Now that’s a lot of Glass!
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